LATER   MEDIAEVAL   WARS
1243-52), disapproval developed into open 'war, and
a life-or-death struggle developed between the
Empire and the Papacy. Into the causes and the
course of that epoch-making struggle we are not
called upon to enter. It is enough for us to observe
that it involved the ruin of both the combatants, and
of both the countries (Germany and Italy) with
which they were peculiarly identified. The Papacy,
on the one hand, prostituted all its spiritual powers
to political ends. As Mr A. L. Smith well says:
The revenues and offices of the Church, its disciplin-
ary and penitential system, its highest ideals of the
Cross, its lowest pecuniary motives, its very sacra-
ments, were forged into weapons. Heaven itself and
Hell were converted into sinews of war. From this
prostitution Papal policy was never hereafter to shake
itself free.*
As to Italy, it was devastated from end to end by
the insensate fury of the strife of Guelf (the Papal
party) and Ghibellines (the Imperial party). For
Frederick and his supporters, on the other hand, were
merciless in their ferocity.f As to Germany, it
suffered from something much worse than neglect.
Frederick showed no interest in it at all. He left it
to be governed by regents, and he used its resources,
* A. L. Smith, Church and State in the Middle Ages (1913), pp. 228
and 233.
f For examples of Frederick's sanguinary savagery, see E. Kan-
torowicz's Frederick the Second (English translation, 1931), especially
pp. 129, 55<5, 625, 634, 651, 654, 657.
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